TOP 100 GOLF COURSES
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ast year, Donald
Trump told Fortune
magazine, “Golf should
be something beautiful,
elegant, something people
aspire to play eventually. ...
It may be elitist, and perhaps
that’s what golf needs.”

Not everyone would agree with Trump,
who owns 17 golf properties including
Trump National Golf Club in Mooresville,
and his view of golf as an “aspirational” sport.
More than a third of the top 100 courses are
accessible to the public, and this year, the
North Carolina Golf Panel, which compiles
the annual list, went a step further by
identifying the “Top 50 Courses You Can
Play” (p.67). Trump’s North Carolina course,
which ranked 22nd, isn't open to all comers.

The panel, which includes about 130
pros, coaches, noted amateurs and business
leaders, ranked Tar Heel courses for the 21st
year. For a course to make thelist, a minimum
of 40 votes was required.

MacGregor Downs in Cary is the biggest
mover, jumping 26 spots to No. 37. The
49-year-old course, designed by architect
Willard Byrd, completed a major renovation
that included changing the greens from bent
grass to Champion Bermuda, rebuilding tees
and adding 50,000 native plants to improve
course aesthetics. Other courses, including
NC. State’s Lonnie Poole Golf Course (No. 65)
and Country Club of Salisbury (No. 73), also
benefited from recent renovations.

Whatever you make of his politics, as
Trump has said, golf is the sport of business.
The annual list shows North Carolina is full
of impressive venues for deal-making, forging
connections —and “HUGE” fun.

— Cathy Martin




TOP 100 GOLF COURSES

2015 ourse \rar/ Yaraage ourse rating/slope
2016 215 C (Par / Yardage / C ting/slope)
1 1 Pinehurst No. 2, Pinehurst
1 (72 /7,497 / 76.4/141)
2 9 Grandfather Golf and Country Club, Linville
£ (72/7085/74.3/145)
3 4 0ld North State Club, New London
1 (72 /7,102 / 74.8/142)
4 n The Country Club of North Carolina (Dogwood), Pinehurst
v (72/7,204/75.2/134)
5 r Pine Needles Lodge and Golf Club, Southern Pines
2 Y [1/7.015/735/135)
6 6 Elk River Club, Banner Elk
: (72/6,826/73.4/141)
7 7 Quail Hollow Club, Charlotte
| (72/7,39/ 75.0/140)
8 8 Charlotte Country Club, Charlotte
el ; (71/7,335/75.9/146)
g g Pinehurst No. 8, Pinehurst
: (72/7,092 /74.1/138)
."'] 10 Wade Hampton Golf Club, Cashiers
: i 1?21’?_.154! 14.01144)
1 11 Pinehurst No. 4, Pinehurst
T (72171171 74.2/135)
12 12 Cape Fear Country Club, Wilmington
(727 6,856/ 73.4/135)
13 16 Sedgefield Country Club (Ross), Greensboro
© M/ 1.7 7172.9/130)
1 13 Biltmore Forest Country Club, Asheville
g (70/ 6,606/ 71.5/127)
15 14 Eagle Point Golf Club, Wilmington
- (72/7,170/74.5137)
16 18 0ld Town Club, Winston-Salem
e Y (1176,825/73.21132)
17 17 The Country Club of North Carolina (Cardinal), Pinehurst
b (72172121 75.0/141)
18 21 Raleigh Country Club, Raleigh
- i (71/6816/73.7/135)
19 19 Mid Pines Inn and Golf Club, Southern Pines
- 4 i 72/ 6,528/ 71.3/127)
20 5 Forest Creek Golf Club (South), Pinehurst
S (7217,067/ 74.6/143)
21 20 0ld Chatham Golf Club, Durham
&L A 207210/ 7140031)
22 24 Trump National Golf Club, Mooresville
W (7277,037/74.2140)
Linville Golf Club, Linville
B 77 gp7696/73413)
2 99 Forest Creek Golf Club (North), Pinehurst
CER 20 (12771397 747/184)
o River Landing (River), Wallace
__25_ 28 (7217,009/735/141)
26 o Rock Barn Golf and Spa (Jones), Conover
LA D 7277126/ 7144141)
27 77 Prestonwood Country Club (Highlands), Cary
&8 T 7277,082/744/138)
28 9 Myers Park Country Club, Charlotte
= L M/7,20/ 74.3/138)
Country Club of Landfall {Dye), Wilmington
B B 7706 103132) "
10 0 Treyburn Country Club, Durham
| (72/7.070/ 74.5/140)
1 39 High Point Country Club (Willow Creek), High Point
9t 98 7276972/ 73.9/139)
32 9 Forsyth Country Club, Winston-Salem
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PAR 72 | YARDAGE 7,204 | COURSE RATING/SLOPE: 75.2/134

The club is spending $9.5 million to upgrade its course
and facilities. About half the money will be spent on restor-
ing the 53-year-old Dogwood course.
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PAR 71 | YARDAGE 7,117 | COURSE RATING/SLOPE: 72.9/130

Wyndham Championship Director Mark Brazil estimated the
2015 tournament, held in August, had an economic impact of
more than $50 million, thanks to an appearance by Tiger Woods.
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PAR 72 | YARDAGE 7,037 | COURSE RATING/SLOPE: 74.2/140

"It's a spectacular piece of land,” said Eric Trump, Donald’s
son and executive vice president of the Trump Organization,
in a 2013 Business NC article. “It's rare that you get that
much water on any course, and one that we knew, with the
right capital investment, could be beyond exceptional.”



2006 2015 Course (Par / Yardage / Course rating/slope)
: . Greensboro Country Club (Farm), Greenshoro
33 I 31 (72 f?,suzns.lm}]r]v { }
i . Pinehurst No. 9, Pinehurst
3 | 3 7217,125/ 75.11143)
: . Governors Club, Chapel Hill
35 36 (727,062 / 75.1/144) v
6 38 Country Club of Landfall (Nicklaus), Wilmington
e (72/7,100/ 75.1/144)
a7 MacGregor Downs Country Club, Ca
i 31 63 72/ B,B?g 172.9/134) o L
7 UNC Finley Golf Course, Chapel Hill
38 30 55 500 s gial 3
Dormie Club, West End
_EB—“ 35 (72 16,988 / 74.0/140)
The Club at Irish Creek, Kannapolis
1L 40 40 (72/7,099/74.3137) g
Duke University Golf Club, Durham
_51_ LU n.mEm.'gtﬁm
¢ The Hasentree Club, Wake Forest
42 I 37 (71/7,074/73.9139)
13 42 Pinewild Country Club (Magnolia), Pinehurst
il (72 /7,446 / 76.4/139)
a4 45  Bald Head Island Club, Bald Head Island
1 S Y (72/6,855/73.7/143)
15 ¢y River Landing (Landing), Wallace
e g) (7217,112 1 74.0132)
. / Bright's Creek Golf Club, Mill Sprin
46 i 43 :?2??,3925?5.1:1431 o
g Balsam Mountain Preserve, Sylva
| 47 44 (70 /6,859 / 73.0/145) ¥
; o Hope Valley Country Club, Durham
Li a8 I 43 [TUBB,BH %3.1;133]”
) Scotch Hall Preserve, Merry Hill
___“-’5_“ 59 (72 17,257 1 76.3/139) ™
50 4 Carmel Country Club (South), Charlotte
(72 /7,503 / 76.5/142)
1 17 River Run Country Club, Davidson
| 51 8 g2rsmry ?4.251::"51
= Gaston Country Club, Gastonia
b 52 51 (72/7.042/ ?4?135]
v Leopard's Chase, Sunset Beach
53 48 (72 fp?,uss /74.3/140)
: Alamance Country Club, Burlington
54 b (71/6,900/ ?Z.Eflgl -
55 n;  Prestonwood Country Club (Meadows), Cary
J9 (727,108 74.6/138)
= Tiger's Eye, Sunset Beach
i 56 57 :?2915,349yf 73.3/141)
3 Mid South Club, Pinehurst
_57_ I 1 (71/7,003/73.8/144)
58 54 St.James Plantation (Reserve), Southport
(727,212 / 75.4/146)
1 : Grandover (East), Greenshoro
59 1 56 (72 16,800/ %2.54’]}36]
> Pinehurst No. 7, Pinehurst
1 60 57 (727,216 / 75.5/149)
61 g Sedgefield Country Club (Dye), Greensboro
v (70/6,821/74.2/139)
The Country Club of Asheville, Asheville
62 60 (71/6,672 5?2.35134]
63 g1 Bryan Park Golf and Conference Center (Champions), Brownis Summit
3 > (72 17,255/ 75.4/140)
i The Currituck Club, Corolla
64 12 (72 /6,888 / 73.9/136)
65 7y Lonnie Poole Golf Course at N.C. State University, Raleigh
= | 9 {71/7,358/74.7/142)
66 64 Porters Neck Country Club, Wilmington

(72/7,112/ 74.8/138)

PAR 72 | YARDAGE 6,812 | COURSE RATING/SLOPE: 72.9/134

The course was founded in 1967 by Raleigh Caterpillar
dealer Gregory Poole Sr. A 2014 acquisition by Newport
Beach, Calif.-based Concert Golf Partners provided
financial stability, leading to a major renovation last year.
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The Albemarle Sound serves as a backdrop to Scotch
Hall Preserve's Arnold Palmer-designed course, which
was completed in 2007.
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PAR 71 | YARDAGE 6,672 | COURSE RATING/SLOPE: 72.3/134

Raleigh-based McConnell Golf last year added The Country
Club of Asheville to its collection, which now includes 12

clubs in the Carolinas and Tennessee. In February, McCon-
nell acquired Providence Country Club, its first in Charlotte.




/115 Course (Par / Yardage / Course rating/slope)

65 The Club at Longview, Weddington
(72 /7,068 / 74.5/140}

62 Linville Ridge, Linville

Iz 72/ 6,775/ 72.8/136)

&8 Pinewood Country Club, Asheboro
B (72 / 6,830/ 73.5/134)

' 7 Grandover (West), Greensh
ATienmAL 67 1??;“?.?53 Fga,gﬁgn} e u_m _
Le(_ Ad 68 };%ufr?zrg?e?%ggg;? Club at Wakefield Plantation, Raleigh
PAR 72 | YARDAGE 7,217 | COURSE RATING/SLOPE: 74.5/143 70 ﬁgl}’(ﬂ?gﬁ?rgigﬂgg} at Brunswick Forest, Leland

- : : ng  Country Club of Salisbury, Salish
Opened in 2010, Cape Fear National at Brunswick Forest 89 1}3%}%5;?33}123} el

was designed by Tim Cate, the architect responsible for o Hound Ears Club, Boone
J H

numerous coastal courses including Bald Head Island Club, (7216327 1 69.9/129)
Tiger's Eye Golf Links and Leopard’s Chase. ~ Croasdaile Country Club, Durham
(72 /7,068 / 73.4/140)
74 The Cliffs at Walnut Cove, Arden
T (72/7,218174.11138)
69 Lake Toxaway Country Club, Lake Toxaway
71/ 6,500/ 70.9/134)
a8 Kilmarlic Golf Club, Powells Point
(72/6,560/72.21144) )
75 Brier Creek Country Club, Raleigh
7 (72/6885/736/139)
87 Rocky River Golf Club, Concord
(72/6,970/73.5/137)
7; Tanglewood Park {Championship), Clemmons
Y [7077,018175.4/142)
73 Tobacco Road Golf Club, Sanford
{71/ 6,554 /73.2/150)

77 Carolina Golf Club, Charlotte
(71/7,011/73.2/138)

79 Ballantyne Country Club, Charlotte
- (72/7,034/74.1/136)

80 Wilson Country Club, Wilson
(72 /6,851 /73.1/136)

PAR 72 | YARDAGE 7,068 | COURSE RATING/SLOPE: 73.4/140 ' g1  Cedarwood Country Club, Charlotte
— e e — (71/6,940 /73.4/132)
A short drive from downtown Durham and only 3 miles gp  The Golf Club at Ballantyne Hotel & Lodge, Charlotte
north of Duke University, Croasdaile celebrates its 50th — BURN0ITISAS

anniversary this year. 23 ﬁrzu}y\; ?{ﬁ?'% 3?3}1‘3%'}“" Calabash

g7 Mill Creek Golf Club, Mebane
= (72 /7,004 1 73.5/144)

] . Blowing Rack Country Club, Blowing Rock
90 9 (72 / 6,162 / 69.9/130) i

91 - q1  Prestonwood Country Club (Fairways), Cary
(70/ 6,475/ 71.2/134)

Heritage Club, Wake Forest
(72/7,016/73.1133)

Nags Head Golf Links, Nags Head
(717 6,126/ 70.2/138)

92

93

94 Talamore Resort, Southern Pines
(717 6,840 /73.21140)

95

96

Jefferson Landing, Jefferson
72/7,111/73.1134)

Forest Oaks Country Club, Greensboro
(72 /7,197 1 75.9/145)

97 a1 Seven Lakes Country Club, Seven Lakes
ST (7276,943/74.40140)

98 oz Mount Mitchell Golf Club, Burnsville
Y (727 6,495/70.0M121)

PAR 72 | YARDAGE 6,851 | COURSE RATING/SLOPE: 73.1/136 B G5 O iy Cal, Cvadmabace

Designed by Willard Byrd and opened in 1973, the course 1000 100 ﬁ"ﬂ‘éf?ﬁ's";?hfg??zusr}m e

was renovated by architect John LaFoy in 2005.
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bigger influence on golf in

North Carolina than Scotland
native Donald Ross, who designed

more than 50 Tar Heel courses.

From Biltmore Forest in Asheville to Wilmington Municipal,
about 40 are still in play. This year, members of the North
Carolina Golf Panel were asked to rank their favorite Ross-
designed courses in the state. Many found it a difficult task.
“It's like being a kid in a candy store,” says one panelist.

1. PINEHURST NO. 2, Pinehurst
2. CHARLOTTE COUNTRY CLUB, Charlotte

3. MID PINES INN AND GOLF CLUB, Southern Pines

4. PINE NEEDLES LODGE AND GOLF CLUB, Southern Pines
5. BILTMORE FOREST COUNTRY CLUB, Ashevill

6. SEDGEFIELD COUNTRY CLUB (ROSS), Greenshoro

7. CAPE FEAR COUNTRY CLUB, Wilmington

8. HOPE VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB, Durharm

9. RALEIGH COUNTRY CLUB, Raleigh

10. MYERS PARK COUNTRY CLUB, Charlotte

although that seems to garner all the attention
— but rather his strategic shot-making
requirements-.... You stand.en'the tee and

know what you're supposed to do. ... Doing it

may be a challenge, but at least it's presented

squarely in front of you.”
Glenn Miller, New London

11. PINEHURST NO. 4, Pinehurst

12. FORSYTH COUNTRY CLUB, Winstor-Salen
13. LINVILLE GOLF CLUB, Linvill

14. ALAMANCE COUNTRY CLUB, Burlingtor
15. COUNTRY CLUB OF ASHEVILLE, Asheville

16. SOUTHERN PINES GOLF CLUB, Southern Pine
17. ROARING GAP CLUB, Hoaring Gap

18. COUNTRY CLUB OF SALISBURY, Salisbury

19. BLOWING ROCK COUNTRY CLUB, Blowing Rock
20. MIMOSA HILLS GOLF CLUB, Morganton
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"Most Ross courses wrap
their dense, wooden
arms around you, offering
comfort in their flowing
familiarity, but Pinehurst No. 2 is another creature,” says
Lenox Rawlings of Greensboro. “Maybe it's because
Ross could walk out his back door after dinner and
stroll the grounds, smoking and dreaming and devising
plot twists. (Ross lived for a while in a cottage behind
the third green.) At No. 2, every step is like walking on
pine needles, another wrong-sided predicament only a
mindless slip away.”

CMA!Z(.QTTE
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“Charlotte was built to
be a championship test.
With more elevation
changes and side-hill lies
than many mountain courses, [the course] challenges
you with almost every shot,” says Harris Prevost, who
lives in Linville. “It's a perfect blend of tradition, nature
and property,” adds John Strasser of Cary.
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“The seamless transitions
from greens to the ...
teeing areas make for a
comfartable walk,” says Greensboro’s David Egerton.
“The internal movement of the putting surfaces is both
playful and diabolical, and the shot values from the
teeing area on holes 12 through 18 are world class.”

Linviece
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“Linville Golf Club is not
fancy or pretentious,”

says Prevost. “In an
understated way, Ross
created a course that many give the ulimate compliment: ‘If
| could play only one course the rest of my life, it would be
Linville.” The scenery is terrific, the holes have wonderful
variety, and the tradition is strong.”

8585528828888 0E:EemB®L:

B Finehurst No. 2

Pine Needles Lodge and Galf Club
Pinehurst Na, 8

Pinehurst No. 4

Mid Pings Inn and Golf Club
Linville Golf Club

Rock Barn Golf and Spa (Jones)
Pinehurst No. 9

j UNCFinley Golf Caurse

Dormie Club

Duke University Golf Club
Bald Head Island Club
Scatch Hall Presenve
Leopard’s Chase

Tiger's Eye

Mid South Club
Grandover {East)

%) Pinefurst No. 7

Bryan Park Golf and Conference Center

B The Currituck Club

Lonnie Poole Golf Course

Grandover {West)

Cape Fear National Golf Club

Kilmarlic Golf Club

Rocky River Golf Club

Tanglewood Park (Championship)
Tobacco Road Golf Club

The Golf Club at Ballantyne Hotel & Lodge

j Crow Creak Golf Club

Mill Creek Golf Club

Hertage Club

Nags Head Golf Links

Talamore Resart

Forest Daks Country Club

Seven Lakes Country Club
Mount Mitchell Golf Ciub
Southarn Pines Bolf Club
Legacy Golf Links

Omni Grove Park Inn Galf Course
Mimaosa Hills Golf Club
Pinghurst No. B

Masonbora Country Club
Farmstead Gaolf Links

Boone Golf Club

Bryan Park Golf and Confersrice Center
Wilmington Municipal Golf Course
Thistle Golf Club

Maountain Glen Golf Club.

The Neuse Golf Club

Garolina Colours Golf Club

Pinehurst
Southem Pines
Pinehurst
Pinehurst
Southem Pines
Linville
Conaver
Pinehurst
Chapal Hill
West End
Durham

Bald Head Island
Ierry Hill
Sunset Baach
Sunset Beach
Southern Pines
Greensharo
Pinehurst
Browns Summit
Duck

Haleigh
Greenshara
Leland

Pawells Poimt
Concord
Clemmons
Santord
Charlotte
Calabash
Mebange

Wake Forest
Nags Head
Southern Pines
(Greansbaro
Sever Lakes
Bumsville
Southem Fines
Aberdeen
Asheville
Morganton
Pinehtirst
Wilmington
Calabash
Boone

Browins Summit
Wilmington
Sunset Beach
Newland
Clayton

New Bermn
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