








6 9J U N E  2 0 2 2

3913 Hawkins Avenue, Sanford, NC 27330  |  919-774-7827  |  merteknc.com

CREATING SOLUTIONS THROUGH 
PARTNERSHIPS SINCE 1990

PRODUCTS 
Automated assembly and 

test equipment.
Robotic and packaging systems.

SUPPLIERS
International manufacturing  

equipment and service 
providers.

is offered on the CCCC campus. 
It offers academically advanced 
students the coursework to 
graduate with a high school diploma 
and an associate degree. “Our 
school system takes an approach 
called ‘More than a Diploma,’ which 
means we encourage students 
to earn certifications, credentials 
and dual enrollment credits to add 
value to their diploma,” Bryan says. 
“We have career coaches in our 
high schools. It’s tough sometimes 
for people to figure out what they 
want to do, and we try to provide 
opportunities and pathways for 
them to figure it out.”

 
ADDING HEALTH CARE

Central Carolina Hospital 
in Sanford has more than 100 

physicians practicing in a range of 
specialties, including cardiology, 
orthopedics, general surgery and 
pulmonary medicine. The Duke 
LifePoint hospital also has  
137 beds, an ER, occupational 
therapy, rehab, and maternity and 
cardiac care. 

Lee County residents also 
receive medical care through 
FirstHealth of the Carolinas, which 
opened its Lee County campus in 
2018. CEO Mickey Foster grew up 
in the count. He says that gives 
him a personal interest in recent 
expansions. “For decades, residents 
of Lee County have trusted 
FirstHealth to provide quality health 
care,” he says. “With the region 
poised for dynamic growth in years 
to come, FirstHealth is expanding 

its deep commitment to meet the 
needs of Lee County residents, 
the business community and the 
surrounding communities.”

FirstHealth has provided 
emergency medical services to 
Lee since last year and recently 
opened its third Convenient Care 
Clinic location in Sanford. Foster 
says it has plans to expand access 
to primary care providers in Lee 
County. It also has partnered with 
nearby Pinehurst Surgical Clinic and 
Pinehurst Medical Clinic. “Families 
in Lee County and beyond now have 
greater access to specialty medical 
services including gynecologic 
oncology, OB/GYN, orthopedics, 
urology, vascular and vein, and 
more,” he says. “Convenient Care 
Clinics offer non-emergency care 
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County’s $45,743, according to N.C. 
Department of Commerce. And 
in January, Liberty Tire Recycling 
said it will open a factory, which 
will create about 30 jobs, at the 
same park. It will make rubberized 
mulch from scrap tires. “We 
are still showing lots at CCEP to 
perspective companies, including 
life-science manufacturers, food 
processors and distributors, and 
other advanced manufacturers,” 
Dean says. “Interest remains high.”

Randolph says CCEP is the 
product of a collaboration that 
includes SAGA, Lee County, Sanford 
and local private investors. He says 
the certifi ed industrial park offers 
ready sites and an aggressive 
shell-building program facilitated 
by investors and [construction 
company] Samet Corp. That 
increases speed to market, he says. 
“Lee County’s forward-thinking 
leadership and entrepreneurial 
approach to economic development 

sometimes neglected in a high-paced 
work environment,” Foster says.

READYING FOR THE 
FUTURE

Central Carolina Enterprise Park 
in Sanford attracts business deals 
to Lee County. San Diego-based 
life-sciences company Abzena 
announced its $213 million plan 
to locate in a 117,000-square-foot 
building at the park in April 2021. 
It’s expected to create 325 jobs. 
Randolph says N.C. Department 
of Commerce, CCCC, Economic 
Development Partnership of North 
Carolina and others collaborated on 
the deal.

A year earlier, San Francisco-
based Audentes Therapeutics 
chose CCEP for its 135,000-square-
foot factory, passing over sites 
in California, Massachusetts and 
Colorado. The average annual wage 
at the factory is expected to be 
about $83,900, more than Lee 

for a full range of needs, including 
acute illness and ailments such as 
broken bones, lacerations and more. 
FirstHealth also recently partnered 
with Sandhills Neurologists to 
expand neuroscience services in 
Lee and the surrounding counties.”

FirstHealth is offering occupa-
tional health and wellness services 
to the Lee County business 
community. “Occupational health 
services are offered through on-site 
clinics, mobile clinics or at any of 
the Convenient Care locations,” 
Foster says. “From biometric 
screenings and DOT physicals to 
general acute care, the service 
provides the business community 
with a local and convenient option 
for employees.”

The Pinehurst-based health 
system also has a wellness program 
for executives. Customizable and 
comprehensive, it’s offered through 
concierge medicine physicians. “[It’s 
for] busy executives whose health is 
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is a virtuous circle of collaboration, 
innovation and strategic investment, 
valuing our past, but embracing 
the future, ever vigilant and 
attuned to the next opportunity for 
investment,” he says.

Dean says preparing for future 
success is a full-time effort in 
this corner of North Carolina. 
“We’re investing in infrastructure 
and creating job growth, and it’s 
important for Sanford and Lee 
County not to lose sight of that,”  
he says. “I think for a long time  
Lee County has been an example  
of progress, and we’re continuing  
to do that and to see into  
the future.”■

— Kathy Blake is a writer from 
eastern North Carolina.


