




















the Global TransPark Economic
Development Region,” says Tom
Gribbin, vice president for global
operations at West. “They have been
a valuable partner, and we are
thankful for their support of West and
the overall manufacturing industry
within the Kinston region.”

Still more companies are putting a
21 st century touch on eastern North
Carolina’s legacy industries. Since its
founding in the 1920s by local farm
families, Mt. Olive Pickle Company
has set the standard when it comes
to not just pickles, but also peppers
and relishes from its operations in the
Wayne County fown of Mt. Olive.
During the pandemic, as competing
brands struggled to keep products on
supermarket shelves, Mt. Olive Pickle
grew its sales.

“We were able to supply folks that
others couldn’t,” says Lynn Williams,
the company’s public relations
manager. “In the pandemic, people
couldn’t find their brand on the shelf,
so they tried ours — and they kept
coming back.”

BUILDING A

BRIGHTER FUTURE

through economic development

82 BUSINESS NORTH

Mt. Olive facility workers meet the demand as the company expands with new products.

An expanded customer base,
plus the introduction of new product
lines and private-label brands, have
created a need for new production
space for Mt. Olive Pickle, whose
current workforce totals 1,200. While
the company feared it might have to
secure space outside Wayne County,
or even beyond the borders of North
Carolina, a vacant building not far
away in Goldsboro met the needs of
the privately held firm.

“Our story is unique and
intricately entwined with our
hometown,” Williams says. Its new
$35 million facility is set to open in
May 2023, employing 167 people.
She cites support from state and
local economic development leaders
in keeping the expansion local.
“There were a lot of pieces to
the puzzle that came together.
We appreciate the support we
received.”
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COOPERATIVE
READY SITES

RETENTION AND
EXPANSION TOOL KIT

SUSTAINABLE
TECHNOLOGIES

North Carolina’s 26 electric cooperatives
are partnering with economic developers
to drive growth and prosperity in our
communities and state.
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COMMUNITY CLOSE UP

NC GLOBAL TRANSPARK
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REGION

Historic downtown Goldsboro is home to
shops, entertainment and restaurants.

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

The readying of new industrial
sites and buildings is a high priority
for the region.

“We've done a lot of work with
shell buildings and pad-ready sites,”
says Neal Benton, Goldsboro-based
market president for Truist Bank, who
also chairs the board of the Wayne
County Development Alliance. The
arrival of numerous new businesses
means leaders have to be proactive
in restocking their inventory of quality
properties, which can take several
years fo bring to market.

“It's important that we have
that for them ahead of time,” he
says. “Success in rural economic
development is all about three things:
product, product, product.” m

—Lawrence Bivins, based in
Raleigh, writes about business and
the economy.

SPONSORED SECTION

WE WANT YOU -
TO COME JOIN THE
CASE FARMS FAMILY!

HIRING

WE HAVE A WIDE VARIETY OF JOBS
INCLUDING MANAGEMENT TRAINEES,
INTERNSHIPS, GENERAL LABOR,

CDL DRIVERS, PROFESSIONAL
MANAGEMENT & MORE

ABOUT'CASE FARMS

Founded in 1986, Case Farms

is a fully-integrated poultry
farming and processing group

of dedicated individuals that work
together to produce consistent,
quality poultry products.

Its driving purpose is to deliver
superior products and service

to every customer, every time.
Case Farms processes 3.8 million
birds per week, has over 3,300
dedicated team members, and
produces in excess of 1.1 billion
pounds of fresh, partially cooked,
and frozen-for-export poultry
products per year. The company
has operations or offices in

Ohio and North Carolina.

For more information on Case
Farms, visit casefarms.com.

ol

(O

~a

: CASEFARMS.COM/CAREERS

APPLY ONLINE
CONTACT: 979-735-5070
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