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and mechanical engineering, as well
as customized training and short-term
workforce training.

“The AAMC has the faculty and
equipment to provide customized
training to meet the demands of the
aviation and aerospace industry both
now and for the 21st century,” Hunt
says. “The future Aviation Center for
Excellence will expand its programs
and services and strengthen its role in
economic development in the region.”

Growth at the North Carolina
Global Transpark means growth in
neighborhoods.

“We are seeing more residential
homes being built in Greene County,
from homes at our amazing golf course,
Cutter Creek, to homes on secondary
roads,” Cash says. “The town of
Hookerton, one of the closest towns
to the Global TransPark, offers a safe
and welcoming environment with
high-speed fiber internet throughout
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the town. Additionally, we have added

a new EMS Station and a new public
works office building to help enhance our
infrastructure. This increased residential
development has strengthened our
community, making Greene County an
attractive place to live and work.”

WORKFORCE TRAINING

Last March, a busload of
instructors from ECU toured the GTP,
Draken International, flyExclusive,
and Lenoir's AAMC before hearing
a presentation on the aerospace
industry and its link to the Department
of Defense. The tour emphasized job
demand and industry training.

Aviation Management programs at
Lenoir Community College in Kinston
prepare students for several high-
paying careers, such as: aerospace
engineers ($63.76/ hour); pilots and
flight engineers ($55.77/ hour); avionics
technicians ($28.44/ hour) and several
other roles. About 35 students are

enrolled in online and in-person classes.

Wayne Community College's
enrollment includes 4,400 students
taking college credit courses; its

70 credit programs include several

that transfer to four-year schools.
Work-based learning paths include
agribusiness technology, which transfers
to the University of Mount Olive's
bachelor of science in agricultural
production systems curriculum.

Greene, Lenoir and Wayne
counties are state leaders in agriculture,
each ranking in the top 10 in two
or more categories of production of
turkeys, hogs, peanuts, soybeans,
wheat, crops, fruits and vegetables
and livestock, according to 2023
USDA statistics.

“| grew up on a family farm, just like
many citizens here in Greene County,
and we do not forget our agricultural
roots,” says Cash. “That is why we
focus on agribusiness, ensuring that
farming remains a key component of
our community’s identity and livelihood.
A significant portion of Greene County
is agricultural land, making it a vital part
of our local economy. Our agricultural
sector not only provides essential
products to the market but also
supports many jobs and businesses
within the county.”
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“Agriculture still is so important. You
can't forget that,” Pope says. “Lenoir
County is looking at these areas - what
is farm, what is residential, what is
industrial. You have to figure out our
capacities; do we have the capacity
for sewer and water at some of those
places that are isolated? There are
areas we need fo protect. You can't be
haphazard with planning.”

THE PHILANTHROPY
OF PICKLES

One of the best-known non-
aerospace places in the EDR is Mount
Olive Pickle Co. on the Wayne County
line. lts gift shop welcomed a record
10,000 guests last year.

The company sources about a third
of its cucumbers from N.C. growers and
also is a major contributor to civic and
charitable organizations.

“Local business leaders here in
Mount Olive nearly 100 years ago
established the company to create
a new market for area farmers,”
says public relations manager Lynn
Williams. “The reasoning was that
the whole local economy would
benefit. For FY 24, we gave over
$1 million in financial and product
contributions to organizations large
and small. Our largest beneficiaries
are the University of Mount Olive and
the Make A Wish Foundation. Other
significant gifts locally go to Wayne
Community College, United Way of
Wayne County, the Boys & Girls Club
of Wayne County and the Goldsboro
Family YMCA.”

The company also partners with
Operation North State and the
Carolina Patriots DAR. “Operation
North State is just one of many examples
of the organizations we partner with.
For years we have provided pickles for
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Crowds gather for the 38th-annual N.C. Pickle Festival in Mount Olive, which includes a

pickle eating contest.

This December will be the 25th year for the New Year’s Eve’s Pickle Drop at the University of
Mount Olive. The celebration includes free pickles, food trucks, fireworks and a food drive for
the Food Bank of Central and Eastern NC. The pickle drops early — at precisely 7 o’clock.

their Christmas boxes for shut-in veterans
across the state,” Williams says.

“We love the community events where
we either present ourselves or partner
with others — the New Year’s Eve Pickle
Drop we do at the University of Mount
Olive, as well as the North Carolina Pickle
Festival each April, and coming this fall,
the fourth annual Pickles, Pigs & Swigs
event in downtown Mount Olive. Fun stuff.”

WHAT'S NEXT?

Leaders of the North Carolina Global
TransPark Economic Development
Region’s three counties are optimistic
about its partnership and growth.

For Kinston, Hardy sees priorities
in housing and transportation. “In the
next five years, | see the city growing
in population, with some retired folks

and people looking for housing,” he
says. “People will migrate down from
the Triangle area looking for affordable
housing, so | see that growing. We also
need to move forward with having a
bus route, or Uber in place to help not
only our youth but our age-friendly
community. We need an on-demand

or route system people can go to. And,
I'd like to see more livability and shops
downtown, with residence space on the
second floor. We want more retail and
chain restaurants.”

Greene County also eyes more
investments, and more jobs.

“Over the past few years, we have
attracted significant new investments
and created numerous high-paying jobs,
demonstrating our county’s potential
for growth. With quick access to 1-587,
1-95, Wilson, Goldsboro, the TransPark,
Kinston and Greenville, we have
access to a large trained workforce in
a business-friendly environment,” Cash
says. “I often say our work in economic
development is to build better futures.
| believe that as part of the Global
TransPark Economic Development
Region, we are building better futures
for all of our communities. In the next
five years, we hope to see continued
economic advances, including more
capital investment, job creation and
infrastructure improvements. Our goal is
to build a prosperous future for Greene
County, ensuring it remains a great
place to live, work, and grow.”

Pope adds: “l want to be able to say
we created job opportunities for your
youth, and that our region has grown in
creating those jobs and quality of life.

I hope people will want to be a part of
what we're doing. We want to market
eastern North Carolina, and rural North
Caroling, as a place that has something
to offer, and we've done that.” m

— Kathy Blake is a writer from
eastern North Carolina.
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