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8:00-10:00 am Registration

10:00 am Introduction: Ben Kinney, Publisher, Business North Carolina
Keynote Speaker: Patrick Woodie, President & CEO, NC Rural Center

10:45 am Entrepreneurship/ Small Business: Small Town Success
»  Alex Matisse, Founder, East Fork Pottery (Asheville)
»  Tom Dempsey, CEO, Sylvan Sport (Brevard)
»  Hunter Munday, CEO, Carolina Leg Furniture (Hudson)
»  Eric Brinker, Owner, “The Speckled Trout: Eat Stay Play” (Boone)

12:00 pm Lunch: Helene Recovery
»  David Jackson, President & CEO - Boone Chamber of Commerce
»  Sharon Decker - GROWNC, former NC Secretary of Commerce (Rutherfordton)
»  Kit Cramer, President & CEO - Asheville Chamber of Commerce

1:00 pm Canton Mill: Lessons from a Redevelopment Project
»  Shelley Y. White, President - Haywood Community College
»  Zeb Smathers, Mayor, Canton
»  David Francis, CEO - Haywood Chamber of Commerce & Economic Development

2:00 pm Broadband: Challenges and Progress in WNC
»  Edward Hinson, CMO - SkyLine/SkyBest (West Jefferson)
»  Sara Nichols, Energy and Economic Development Manager - Land-of-Sky Regional
Council (Weaverville)

3:00 pm Break

3:15 pm Workforce Challenges
»  Nathan Ramsey, Executive Director - Land-of-Sky Regional Council (Asheville)
»  Matt Calabria, Director, Governor’s Office for Western North Carolina (GROW NC)
(Raleigh)
»  Nicole Bailey, CEO, Taylor King (Taylorsville)

4:30 pm Cocktail / Networking Session

Wednesday, October 15
8:00 am Breakfast: Networking

9:00 am Healthcare Challenges: Workforce, Access, and Community Solutions
»  Dr. John Bryant, VP of Workforce & Strategy, UNC Health/Pardee Hospital
»  Leigh Angel, Dean, Allied Health at Blue Ridge CC
»  Dr. Bryan Hodge, Department Chair: Community and Public Health at UNC Health
Sciences at Mountain Area Health Education Center (MAHEC) (Asheville)
»  Susan Mims, CEO, Dogwood Health Trust

10:00 am Tourism and Hospitality: Sector Resilience
»  Jessie Pope, CEO, Grandfather Mountain (Linville)
» Wit Tuttell, Executive Director of Visit NC (Raleigh)
»  Christina Riley, Publisher, NC Tripping (Raleigh)
»  Mandy Hildebrand, CEO, Hickory Metro Convention Center & Visitors Bureau

11:00 am Break

11:15 am Advanced Manufacturing: Key to WNC’s Future
»  Monty Graham, Interim Director of the Rapid Center, Western Carolina University
»  Tommy Ausherman, President and Co-Founder, Outrider USA (Mars Hill)
»  Dixon Mitchell, CEO, Fairfield Chair (Lenior)

12:15 pm Trailblazers Awards Lunch
Trailblazers are North Carolinians under 40 years old who are achieving significant
business success and making a positive impact in communities with populations under
150,000.



