ega INE

Business North Carolina /2026

BILLY CLARKE

ENVIRONMENTAL
ROBERTS & STEVENS

ASHEVILLE

HOMETOWN: Fairview, just outside Asheville
UNDERGRAD: Princeton University

LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 1982
PRACTICED LAW: 43 years

FAMILY: Wife, Cynthia Williams Clarke, five children,
seven grandsons

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Many years ago, | would have
said tobacco. Today | will say sweetpotatoes

FIRST JOB: Working on the family farm, milking cows,
baling hay, cutting silage. It taught me the value

of hard work and working together with family

and neighbors.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Hiking and being cutdoors
with my dog, Prince. Wife, Cindy, and son, Will, also pictured.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: We had to try a sedimentation
and erosion case twice because the Court of Appeals
affirmed the first verdict on liability but sent the damages
issue back for retrial. We tried it again and got more money
the second time

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: Many of the peocple
I knew growing up who were doing good things in North Carolina
were lawyers, not necessarily practicing ones. | thought |
might practice for a few years, then do something els=,
but here | am 40-plus years later.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Too many to name. Many places
in the west, but North Carolina has so many interesting
and beautiful places, including the cities and towns.

BEST ADVICE: My long-time partner and mentor, Jack Stevens,
told me, “Do good work, and the rest will follow.”

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Sometimes when | get discouraged
about the position a client finds itself or him or herselfin, |
remind myself and others, “They got themselves in this mess.
My job is to do the best | can to get them out”

BEST WORK HABIT: Do not take yourself too seriously.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Work a little less.

BIGGEST RISK: Deciding to work in Asheville in 1982 when unemployment
was 11% and the town looked like it was closing down.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Creedence Clearwater Revival and Johnny Cash
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