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HOMETOWN: Manhattan Beach, California

UNDERGRAD: University of Denver

LAW SCHOOL: UCLA School of Law, 1996

PRACTICED LAW: 29 years

FAMILY: Wife, Caroline, three stepchildren, Alexandra, Harrison and 
Carter

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: “Fall”—I grew up in southern California 
and never really experienced the season until I moved to North 
Carolina. I love the colors of fall. I hate cleaning up the leaves.

FIRST JOB: Assistant buyer for Case Goods, a 15-store chain in 
southern California, dealing with furniture. Buyers run their own 
businesses within the larger store business, and so that job taught 
me every aspect of running a business: inventory control and 
purchasing, advertising, staffi ng, cost control.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Walking in the woods with 
my dog, Daisy.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: NCDOT v. 74 Holdings, et al. It was an 
eminent domain case in Brunswick County. NCDOT offered our 
client $140,000. The jury gave us $2.6 million plus interest.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: After working in sales and 
marketing for eight years, I wanted a different intellectual challenge.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Wrightsville Beach

BEST ADVICE: My father: “Success” equals achieving to the best 
of your abilities; accomplishing as much as you have the ability 
to accomplish; and working as hard as necessary to achieve your 
potential.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Do not worry about things or people that you 
can’t control.

BEST WORK HABIT: Attention to detail.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Involve the fi rm’s associates more 
to try and pass my expertise in a couple of niche areas to the 
next generation.

BIGGEST PROFESSIONAL RISK YOU’VE TAKEN: At age 36, I left 
a job where I was successful and making a signifi cant amount of 
money to attend law school and change careers.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Loggins & Messina or the Eagles.
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