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JANET THOREN

CORPORATE COUNSEL
NORTH CAROLINA REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

RALEIGH

HOMETOWN: Fayetteville

UNDERGRAD: Pembroke State University
LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 1988
PRACTICED LAW: 37 years

FAMILY: Husband, Bruce Crisp, daughter Kristine, son Zach,
stepsons Austin and Logan. Dogs Bailey and Easton.

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Carolina Hurricanes. My son and stepsons played
hockey in various leagues and travel leagues and all three played in college.
I've spent a lot of very early mornings in some very cold ice rinks.

FIRST JOB: Making and dishing out soft-serve yogurt at a little stand in Fayetteville.
| learned a lot about customer service and solving problems because the machines
broke down a lot. Most of the time | was working alone. Those are the times you learn
the best and the most.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: It's hard to be stressed when you get outside, look around
and feel a little sunshine.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: A broker allowed a tenant to move into a property without
permission from the absent owner, an older woman. The owner found out when the
neighbors started gossiping because he had moved a heart-shaped jacuzzi onto the
property. She was embarrassed to think her neighbors thought the jacuzzi was hers.
She drove to Raleigh to personally thank me.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: | was a business major and when my business
law class ended, the professor gifted me with the LSAT prep course materials. He
pointed me in a direction, and | followed the path all the way.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: It became a dream for us to build a house on Lake Gaston.
We moved in last year, and | wouldn't trade it for anything. The sunsets are amazing,
and it's hard to be stressed when you can grab dinner and go out on the lake for a
few hours.

BEST ADVICE: A partner in the firm | worked for, Doug Hargrave, taught me early
on that being the most prepared person in the room equalizes the competition, no
matter how well-known or how long they have been practicing.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: You only learn from your mistakes. Own them when you make
them and fix things. They are there to teach you.

BEST WORK HABIT: Always over prepare.

BIGGEST RISK: | left private practice and went to work for the Real Estate Commission
I wanted a better work-life balance, but worried it would box me in. | was wrong. It’s so
much more than real estate. It's employment law, open records, open meetings, tax
law, insurance, contracts, timeshares, legislative issues, education laws, environmental
laws. On any given day, | need to know at least a little about a lot of things.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: The Rolling Stones and Bruce Springsteen
still top my list.

JANUARY

2026

57





