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HOMETOWN: Chapel Hill

UNDERGRAD: UNC Chapel Hill

LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 1984

PRACTICED LAW: 41 years

FAMILY: Wife, Diane, adult children, Scott and Sarah

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: My formative years, ages 9 to 24, 
were spent in Chapel Hill, which exposed me to experiences and 
opportunities I otherwise would not have been exposed to, much 
less explored.

FIRST JOB: Weekend dishwasher and busboy at Ye Olde Waffl e Shop taught 
me I should pursue work that was more mental than physical in its demands.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Running for many years, and tennis for 
many more.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: Three years out of law school, represented 
the seller in a large, complicated business sale transaction that was planned, 
negotiated and closed over a period of about one year. I still consider it to 
have been one of the most intense transactions I’ve ever handled. After 38 
years, the client is still with our fi rm.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: It matched my relative strengths:
writing, reasoning and counseling.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Chapel Hill

BEST ADVICE: “Go to law school.” My father’s immediate response during 
my junior year when I was debating law school or business school.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Pursue a variety of relationships and activities that 
are meaningful to you. They will make your life more fulfi lling and help you 
become a more effective lawyer.

BEST WORK HABIT: Trying to put myself in the shoes of the client in all 
communications, and being proactive in trying to stay current on all client 
matters, large and small, so as to reduce the risk of falling behind when 
unexpected matters arise.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Work on developing a clearer plan regarding 
“retirement,” whatever form that might take and whenever that might occur.

BIGGEST RISK: At the time, it felt like a risk joining Brooks Pierce straight 
after law school. I clerked with two other fi rms that had extended permanent 
offers. I had less fi rsthand knowledge of Brooks Pierce and less confi dence 
that I would meet the fi rm’s expectations.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: The Who

MARC BISHOP
CORPORATE LAW

BROOKS PIERCE

GREENSBORO
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