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HOMETOWN: Tallahassee, Florida

UNDERGRAD: Florida State University

LAW SCHOOL: Florida State University School of Law, 1997

PRACTICED LAW:  28 years

FAMILY:  Son, Elijah Odom, daughters, 
Grace and Avery Odom

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Mt. Olive products – I love 
pickled cucumbers, jalapeno peppers, banana peppers 
(hot and mild), okra, red peppers, and pepperoncini.

FIRST JOB: Mowing lawns taught me both the value 
of hard work and the severe nature of my allergies 
to most grasses.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Playing pickleball, walking
or fl atwater kayaking.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: Helping the late Bill Diehl Jr. and John 
Buric represent driver Jeremy Mayfi eld in a drug-testing policy 
dispute against the National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing. 
We managed to persuade U.S. District Court Judge Graham C. Mullen 
to issue a preliminary injunction against NASCAR. 

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER:: A “Street Law” class during my 
sophomore year in high school. I then decided during my junior year 
at Florida State that becoming a lawyer would align with both my 
desire to help people and my aptitude for critical thinking.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: It used to be Cork and Cask in Cornelius, 
which regrettably closed last year. Currently, Pins Mechanical in 
Charlotte.

BEST ADVICE: It’s actually both the best and worst advice I’ve ever 
received: “Remember, there are 24 hours in a day.” The late Bill Diehl Jr.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Love yourself well so you can love others well.

BEST WORK HABIT: Being curious about everything – which 
sometimes spawns wild goose chases, also often fosters favorable 
results for my clients.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Integrating more standard processes in 
my practice to become more effi cient.

BIGGEST RISK: Leaving my former fi rm, James, McElroy & Diehl, after 
nearly 25 years to join my new fi rm, Gardner Skelton, in August.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Run DMC
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