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HOMETOWN: Charlotte

UNDERGRAD: UNC Charlotte

LAW SCHOOL: Wake Forest University School of Law, 1988

PRACTICED LAW: 37 years

FAMILY: Wife, Julie Davis, son, Rhyne King, and daughter, Grace King

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: A tie between Texas Pete and sweetpotatoes

FIRST JOB: Delivering newspapers on my bike taught me that I don’t 
want to deliver newspapers on my bike.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Running or walking, depending on the 
condition of my knees; yoga; gardening; doing what my dog tells 
me to do.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: Representing Wake Forest University 
in a wrongful death case, It was an honor to work with the folks 
at that school.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: I was born with few talents, but 
arguing and writing are two of them.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: My screened-in porch, which looks out over 
several acres of woods.

BEST ADVICE: [Brooks Pierce partner] Ed Winslow on writing briefs: 
“No one wants to read what you are writing, so make it as easy as 
possible.”

YOUR BEST ADVICE:  I have stolen Ed’s advice. Also, life and the 
practice of law are diffi cult enough without making things worse by 
being unnecessarily diffi cult and ugly to others. Read every document 
one more time than other people would think rational — you will often 
fi nd mistakes that you missed the fi rst few readings.

BEST WORK HABIT: I start early each day and make sure to tie off 
things like timesheets before the new day really starts.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Less stress, more ice cream

BIGGEST RISK: Concentrating on litigation vs. non-courtroom work. 
I am at heart an introvert and (when young), uncomfortable talking 
publicly; building a career based on dealing with stressful situations in 
front of a crowd is not in my DNA.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: The Who; Talking Heads; the Kinks
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