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S. LEIGH RODENBOUGH IV

REAL ESTATE

BROOKS PIERCE

GREENSBORO

HOMETOWN: Greensboro
UNDERGRAD: UNC Chapel Hill

LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 1980
PRACTICED LAW: 45 years

FAMILY: Married Melanie Hyatt Rodenbough in 1980, and lost
Melanie to metastatic breast cancer in 202T; | found new love
and married Kelly Peterson in November 2024: four children,
Andy Rodenbough, Anna L. Rodenbough, Libby Rodenbough,
MK Rodenbough; two grandchildren

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Mipso, the Chapel Hill-based band
that my daughter Libby, has toured with for about 13 years.

FIRST JOB: Priming tobacco at age 12 and caring for 20,000
adolescent chickens for local farmers in the Rockingham County
town of Madison. You can not imagine the amount of methane
produced by 20,000 chickens.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Working out in the morning with my
trainer, Nicholas Kimps.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: A series of land title cases involving
thousands of acres on Hatteras Island acquired in 1929 by
Andrew Carniege's partner, John H. Phipps, and his son, John
S. Phipps. They used the land for hunting, fishing and gun
clubs at Avon and Buxton. For about a decade, | traveled there
every other week with my partners, Randy Underwood and Bill
McNairy, to search titles in Dare, Hyde and Currituck counties.
We ate a lot of seafood, met colorful characters and made
friends as we came to love Hatteras Island.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: My father was a solo
practitioner who would let me observe court proceedings from
age 10. From high school to when | was in law school,

' worked in his office. So becoming a lawyer was in my DNA.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Holden Beach. Melanie and |
honeymooned there in 1980, and my family and | have rented
oceanfront houses there all but a handful of summers since.

BEST ADVICE: From my late partner, Edgar B. Fisher: “There are
no gray areas in the practice of real estate law — it is either right
or it is wrong. But good and thoughtful lawyering can cure any
error in a chain of title or the drafting of an instrument.”

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Law truly is a jealous mistress that can
consume you all day, every day, so make time first for your
family, your faith and your community.

BEST WORK HABIT: Doing whatever it takes to solve a problem and
get the best result for our client, without regard to how long it takes
or how much of that time gets billed to the client.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Delegate more, get to bed earlier and
travel with my wife, Kelly.

BIGGEST RISK: Forgoing opportunities to go in-house to continue
practicing law with Brooks Pierce, a decision | have never regretted.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Brice Street, a band from Greensboro
that | saw perform at the Town Hall my first night in Chapel Hill.

JANUARY 2026 75





