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HOMETOWN: Big Rapids, Michigan

UNDERGRAD: Hope College (Holland, Michigan)

LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 2002

PRACTICED LAW: 23 years

FAMILY: Husband, BJ, children, Lily and Will

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: UNC Chapel Hill. My husband and 
I are both graduates. We love the school and rooting for the 
Tar Heels.

FIRST JOB: Legislative correspondent for U.S. Representative 
Dave Camp of Michigan. I learned to always be prepared and 
to never walk into someone else’s offi ce without paper and 
pen.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER:  A walk, preferably on the beach 
or the woods. Even better if it is with someone who makes 
me laugh.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE:  Sitting at the counsel table at 
the NC Court of Appeals a few weeks after passing the bar 
and holding the watch for my (now) partner. It was my only 
time in a courtroom other than for a swearing in.   

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER:  I loved Nancy Drew 
books. I wanted to be a private investigator (like Nancy) or 
an attorney (like her dad). The more I learned about what 
I could do as an attorney and how I could help people, I 
realized that was what I wanted to do for a living.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT:  Anywhere in the mountains.

BEST ADVICE: My mentor, [Brooks Pierce partner] Bill 
McNairy, taught me that you always get a better answer 
when you collaborate.

BEST WORK HABIT: Trying to learn and improve every day.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Making time for exercise daily

BIGGEST RISK: Working part-time while my kids were 
young. It was worth it.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Depeche Mode

SARA VIZITHUM
TAX And ESTATE PLANNING

BROOKS PIERCE

GREENSBORO
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