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ZECHARIAH ETHERIDGE

HOMETOWN: Morven (Anson County)

UNDERGRAD: UNC Greensboro

LAW SCHOOL: Elon University School of Law, 2021

PRACTICED LAW: 3 years

FAMILY: Wife, Kendall, dog, Clover, cats Lavender and Willow

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Hole Doughnuts in Asheville has set the bar 
so high. They are made to order and you can’t go wrong with any of them.

FIRST JOB: Bagging trash, cleaning bathrooms, working the pool and 
checking families in for sporting events at Little Park in Wadesboro at 
age 15 taught me how important community spaces are to the people 
that live in that community, to work independently and be a team member. 
Plus, spending time goofi ng off with my older brother.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Weightlifting 

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: I drafted a petition for clemency for a woman 
incarcerated, seeking early release due to the circumstances of her conviction, pro 
bono. She was 17 at the time of the offense and under immense pressure. I am still 
holding out hope for her. 

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: I enjoy making complicated concepts easy to 
understand. Many bad situations (insolvency, criminal and civil violations) are more 
or less avoidable with the right knowledge and guidance. 

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Battleground Park, Greensboro 

BEST ADVICE: Attitude determines altitude. My late grandfather, Theodore Carr II.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Take risks to become someone you are proud of and live a life 
you enjoy. Tomorrow isn’t promised, and a life of regrets is worse than 1,000 failures. 
Have a reasonable backup plan that you can be comfortable with if plan A does not 
fully pan out. 

BEST WORK HABIT: After losing valuable physical notes, I started taking electronic 
notes for meetings with opposing counsel or clients. Chapel Hill lawyer Jim White 
shared this tip with me, and I’m very grateful for it.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: More speaking engagements for small business 
owners on contracts and loan documents, so they do not have to come see me for 
a bankruptcy consultation later.

BIGGEST RISK: I narrowly failed my fi rst attempt at the bar exam. I had a job offer at 
my fi rst law fi rm and moved to Raleigh, even though I didn’t know whether I would 
pass on my second attempt. I restarted my life, while fully aware I could lose the law 
fi rm job. It all worked out and I thank my wife for the courage to make that move. 

YOUR FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: The Lion King 




